Audiology Cheat Sheet

·  Every hearing loss exam will be an evaluation for BOTH hearing loss and tinnitus, even if only one of these is claimed up front.
· Audiograms and Maryland CNC Testing will be customary diagnostics requested for each audiology exam. If you require additional diagnostics, such as ABR (auditory brainstrem response), please call MES for approval.

· If the claimant is unable to hear on the air conduction audiogram at 110dB, do not list the results as NR simply list it as 110dB.

·  With one air conduction result of > or = to 40 dB per ear, the VA concedes hearing loss

· With 3 or more air conduction results of > or = to 26 per ear, the VA concedes hearing loss.

· With a Maryland CNC score of <94%, the VA concedes hearing loss.

· If air conduction is poorer than 15dB at any one frequency, bone conduction testing must be conducted as well.

· Ensure that the diagnosis states which ear is affected by hearing loss and/or tinnitus. (i.e. unilateral, right ear only; unilateral left ear only; bilaterally)

· If a diagnosis of tinnitus is warranted based on the claimant’s completed history, state whether the frequency is constant or recurrent as well as the laterality.
· If hearing loss is diagnosed state the classification of hearing loss (normal, sensorineural, conductive, etc) and its severity.


